
 

 

I am so excited about the success of all of our 
students this year. We pride ourselves on being 
more about developing success for college, as 
opposed to just getting into college, so what excites 
me most is that each and every one of you has 
earned this yourselves. It is my greatest hope that 
we have helped you understand the importance of 
using a resource effectively, as you are about to go 
into an environment that is full of amazing 
resources. I am hoping that all of you will be active 
consumers in that environment and will eagerly seek the challenges and 
experiences that will lead you towards your next big accomplishment! When 
I started this work several years ago it was for two big reasons. First, I knew 
that I had found that all-important match (that I hope all of you find in your 
lives), a match between work and something that you love to do. Second, I 
saw that the longer-term investment was in being in some way useful to a 
group of people who would inevitably be the leaders tomorrow. I do hope 
that you will stay in touch with us. Prab Singh 

It has been the most selective year in the history of 
admissions again this year, it seems that students are 
just getting smarter and smarter …. 

Congratulations to all of 
the college-bound students 
of the class of 2016! 
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Many schools will give you 
college credit for your CBSE 
or ISC grades even if it is not 
on their website. Check 
with their registrar. 

Prab is on Twitter at 
UrCollegeSource and 
continues to give advice for 
success in college also 

You can check out your 
professors before hand at 
www.ratemyprofessor.com 

Most students recommend 
taking minimum meal plan 
in college.  

Did You Know This? 

Top Ten Must Do’s 
Much of what you should 
be doing this summer is 
understanding what to 
expect next year. 
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Get Prepared! 
Links to sites that can help 
you prepare over the 
summer. 
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School’s you got into… 
List of schools that 
CollegeSource students 
were accepted to this year 
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1) Establish a study schedule 
Since you are used to a block of time in high school, 
carry that into college even if you do not have classes 
all day. Use the in-between time for independent 
study, reading, synthesizing notes from lecture with 
reading. If you plan your study, you will have more 
time for play! 
  
2) Experiment with a variety of classes 
Many students change their mind about what they will 
study, this is because they have not been exposed to 
as much in high school. Here is your chance to 
explore! 
 
3) Learn major and graduation prerequisites and 
requirements 
Each school is different, make sure that you 
understand your requirements. Also, find out when 
one must declare a major. 
 
4) Meet with an advisor and visit professors in 
office hours 
Advisors vary on their usefulness, so switch if you are 
not happy, but find someone who can help navigate 
your path. Very good idea to meet with your 
professors, will help clear doubts and make you stand 
out. 
 
5) Take time to socialize 
You will inevitably feel homesick, friends are the best 
way to get over that. Join clubs, organizations, check 
out Greek system.  

Over the years we have collected great advice from our past 
students on what to expect during your first year, lessons 
learned and general advice. We will share this over the 
summer, but these are a top ten list until then! 

 
6) Know your campus and the resources it has to 
offer 
Become well-acquainted with your campus and its 
resources, such as the gym, the library, computer 
facilities, and so on. Avail yourself of all your school 
has to offer. After all, you’d hate to find yourself 
writing a paper late at night, have your printer fail, 
and not know where to go in order to get everything 
printed in time for your 8 a.m. class. 
 
7) Be aware of safety hazards on campus and in 
town 
Learn from campus police or from your local city 
police station which areas to avoid on campus and in 
town. Learn where most crime takes place and what 
the most common types of crime are in your area. 
Furthermore, post emergency numbers beside your 
phone and always carry identification. 
 
8) Get a checking account and have a credit card 
A checking account is a must for just about everyone. 
Set one up during your orientation week. Credit card, 
even if just for emergencies, is a good idea. 
 
9) Explore internship opportunities  
It may be too early to get them, but not too early to 
find out where you get them from and what you 
should do now to be a competitive applicant.  
 
10) Balance work and play 
All work and no play is a sure recipe for unhappiness 
but so is all play and no work.  
 

“The only thing to do 
with good advice is to 
pass it on. It is never 

of any use to oneself” 
– Oscar Wilde  
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http://bit.ly/mLOcL  - List from 
CollegeBoard of things to bring to college 

www.ratemyprofessor.com  and 
http://www.myedu.com  (second one 
costs, but is reasonable) – Get to know 
your professor before enrolling. 

Resources for students going to college: 
 
http://bit.ly/dlPqgr  - Interesting article 
by US News on courses in college that 
will directly help your later professional 
life. 
 
http://bit.ly/a3r2NX  - Dealing with 
Homesickness 
 
http://bit.ly/cb7nFI  - Living within the 
Rules of the Dorm 
 
http://bit.ly/aSjxEp  Impress students on 
your first day 
 
http://bit.ly/9Iohx9  - Procrastination 
and it’s troublesome consequences 
 
http://bit.ly/906EHU  - Get ready for 
your writing style to reach out to much 
higher expectations 
 

There are so many great resources on the Web to 
prepare you for college, here are some of my 
favorites: 

http://bit.ly/cFSxQT  - Choosing the 
right college advisor 
 
http://bit.ly/dat8he  - Why getting 
involved quickly matters 
 
http://bit.ly/bMDDTE  - College Study 
Groups makes learning more fun 
 
http://bit.ly/5xq7ve  - Tips to make your 
college advisor more useful to you 
 
http://bit.ly/684C8U  - How to write a 
research paper 
 
http://bit.ly/8NE8i6  - Understanding 
Student Government in college 
 
http://bit.ly/djO5lq  - Great article on 
getting things done in college 
 
http://bit.ly/cHc5kg  - Mostly for 
parents, but obviously a good read for 
students: "10 Things Your Teen Should 
Learn Before College" 

Will send more to you or list on my blog: 

http://www.thecollegesource.net/prabs-
blog/ 

I am planning to have a summer transition 
workshop in July with some returning students to 
discuss some of the challenges to transitioning 
and areas that surround this big step. Start 
collecting your own questions about life in college, etc so that this can be a truly 
interactive session.  

You should also be on top of any communication that comes from your school over the 
summer, do not let things slip. Big areas: Roommate and dorm selection; Sending in 
your Final High School Transcript; Selection of Classes 

 

Summer workshop with current 
students to prepare for the 
transition 

“The tim
e to prepare the roof is w

hile the sun is shining.” - Kennedy 
U

se this sum
m

er to get ready for the next steps. Connect w
ith students from

 your school and m
entally prepare 

yourself for the transition.  
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Interview with Nandita who is finishing her 
Sophomore year at Wesleyan University. 
 
3 things you would tell a student to bring to college 
next year: 
 
1) LOTS OF UNDERWEAR: Sometimes you just don't 
have time to do laundry and thus, tons of underwear 
will be your best friend. 
 
2) Some academic notes from home-- If you're 
planning on taking an intro math, economics or 
English class etc. that might cover material you have 
already done, bring your notes from home! They can 
help in your understanding complex concepts and 
assist you in reminding you of points/cheats that you 
came up with earlier. 
 
3) Little things that make it easier to sleep etc: like 
comfy pajamas etc. Some people have eccentric 
sleepwear/comfort-wear and neglect to bring it to 
college because of embarrassment, but after a while, 
you really just don't care. Bring whatever YOU WANT 
or are used to; within a semester, you just won't care 
what other people say/think. 
  
What NOT TO BRING: 
 
1) Fancy Clothes: COMPLETE waste unless you're a 
member of a sports team (formals) or in a Greek 
society. Generally, jeans, T-Shirts and daily dresses 
are fine for going out. 
 
2) Mom’s tiffin full of Indian food from home: Dude, 
America has Indian Restaurants AND there is MTR etc 
available here. Not to mention, if you make good 
local Indian friends at campus-- the odds of their 
mom cooking for you are super high! Don't be all 
FOBish and bring half of the Indian cuisine with you-- 
just not cool to have barrels of aloo bhujia under your 
bed. 
 
3) Clothes that are hard to wash: No silk, linens or 
stuff you have to iron. You'll never wear it and it will 
just rot. Similarly, don't bring shoes that you can't 
wear for long, long periods of walking-- unless you're 
used to them DO NOT BRING STILETTOS TO CAMPUS. 
Many people learned the hard way that college in the 
US is NOT Sex and the City. 
 
What to do about a Bad Roommate?: 
 
First, make things clear with your roommate 
beforehand and if you have problems, change your 
roommate contract-- you'll have to sign it during your 
first week of college. If that doesn't work, and your 
RA doesn't help you; go to Residential Life and ask for 
a switch-- you may be shifted to a crappier dorm but 

you'll have great friends and that matters much more-
- I learnt that the hard way! 
 
What Study Tips would you give to an incoming 
student?:  
 
TIME MANAGEMENT-- Make sure you get your 
assignments done on time. BUT THE MOST 
IMPORTANT: Ask for help when you need it! A lot of 
first year students do NOT go up to their professors 
when they need help but you should because you get 
assistance from the right person, and the professor 
remembers who you are, which can only help you! 
Forge a relationship with your professors! PLUS: TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE LIBRARY. It’s the best resource 
you will ever have. And when in doubt with papers, 
ALWAYS CITE. They take plagiarism very seriously! 
 
What is the hardest thing to get used to in college?:  
 
1) Writing papers: It’s difficult to get around to the 
whole thesis, topic sentence, and signpost thing. But 
after you get the hang of it, there's no going back.  
2) Social Life: America is NOT like India. Its a dog eat 
dog world-- everyone is out for themselves and you 
shouldn't take it personally if its difficult to make 
close friends at first. In India, people make sure to 
include everyone in activities, but that is not always 
the case here. It’s easy to get lonely and depressed-- 
what you should remember is not to be affected. If no 
one is connecting with you -- GO OUT AND CONNECT 
WITH PEOPLE. 
 
3) Dating: It may get hard seeing people engage in 
intimacy in public or having to listen to your friends 
confide in you about their dating exploits-- but don't 
worry. Don't feel pressured-- do what you feel 
comfortable doing or not doing. Its very easy to feel 
pressure in college when it comes to dating and fall 
prey to a few unscrupulous students--I've seen my 
friends make that mistake-- DON'T. And don't be 
discouraged if people do not pursue you as a result of 
your conviction-- they’re not worth it. 
 
Best Piece of Advice you received this year: 
Don't let a few bad grades or a few idiotic ***holes 
(sorry Prab! but I'm quoting!) affect your reason for 
being in the US: ambition and qualification.” While 
sometimes you will doubt your decision and be 
tempted to transfer, think about it first. Don't let 
external things affect you-- soon you will begin to 
ignore them and do your own thing! 
 
Hope this helps! 
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Coolness Factor aside –  

Technology can make your life so much 
easier in college. Some suggestions:       

Computer: Obviously you will need one, 
good to find out if the school suggests 
anything in particular, as they will typically 
have Help Desk most familiar with that 
make. CollegeSource coaches, obviously, 
are Apple Fans. 

 

Your Dorm will 
never look this 
clean! 

Technology Corner:  

Some kind of Time Management or Scheduling Software: Try it out over 
the summer so that you get used to it. 

Synching ability for calendar between your phone and computer. 

Some type of Web-Based back-up service. Worst thing in the world is to 
loose the data on your computer if it is stolen or crashes. Check out 
Drobo, Drop Box or iCloud for Apple 

A tool to use for recording lectures. Many professors dislike students 
using laptops in lectures, but most MP3 players and many phones can 
record now. 

The iPad is quickly forging into the hearts of students in college, and 
though I already have one (and love it) you might want to wait a 
semester to see if it is really something that you will use.  

Check out www.sumolounge.com Though not exactly technology, these 
bean bags can be awesome accessory to a dorm room. They are great 
to study on and double for seating for dorm guests. 

Podcasts and iTunes U: 
 
I know that I mentioned over the year how great these are, but over 
the summer you have more time. I am happy to make 
recommendations to you of what I listen to regularly.  

Stay In Touch! We want to keep the connection! 
 
We are on Facebook, and @URcollegesource is on Twitter, plus your active Family 
Connection Sites remain active in college also, so no excuses! 
 
Payal: payal.chitlangia@thecollegesource.net   (9831014220) 
Prab Singh: prab.singh@thecollegesource.net (9880395141)    
Arjun Seth: arjun.seth@thecollegesource.net  (9910722667) 
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I am so excited by all of the schools that our students were 
accepted to; this list represents the impressive group of 
schools that wanted you this year!!  
 

Going to attend 
Was 
Considering 

  
UC San Diego Ohio Wesleyan 
Brown Columbia 
Wheaton College 
(Mass) Lewis and Clark 
Univ College London Edinburgh 

Trinity College 
Conn, Rollins, 
Babson 

USC 
Chapman, 
Bentley 

Northestern 
CMC, Scripps, 
UCLA, UCSD 

Univ of British 
Columbia 

Chapman, 
Bentley 

Princeton University 

Stanford, LSE, 
U Chicago, 
Dartmouth, 
Berkeley, UCLA 

Oxford University NYU, CMC 

Univ of Toronto 
UC San Diego, 
Case Western 

Syracuse University 
Loyola, 
Emerson 

USC 
Chapman, NYU, 
Emory 

Chapman Film Loyola, Pitzer 

UC Berkeley 
WashU, CMC, 
UCLA 

Brown University ED  

Babson College 
Georgetown, 
NYU 

Northwestern 
UC Berkeley, 
CMC 

Pomona College 

Univ of 
Pennsylvania, 
CMC 

Duke University Wash U, CMC 

Rollins College 

Franklin 
College - 
Switzerland 

Going to attend 
Was 
Considering 

UCLA 
UCI, UIUC, 
Babson 

Columbia University ED 

NYU 

Emerson, 
Hofstra, 
Franklin 

Amherst College 

Macalester, 
Mudd, 
Northwestern, 
Grinnell, UBC, 
Oberlin 

Harvey Mudd ED  
USC UCLA, NYU 

NYU 
Macalester, 
Bard 

Scripps ED  
CMC ED  
NYU ED  
St. Andrews of Scripps  

Georgia Tech 
Carnegie 
Mellon 

WashU-St. Louis CMC 
 


